NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 1874—WITH SUPPLEMENT.

4

¢ QAmpsonents and flectings.

£10. =80 o cura Company @
R O e wonta: AU B} oretock * Phtiar
it Boeto i v-—Hheuraal,
Toorn's Tirayie—* The Colleen Bawn.” Dion Bouclk-
enult.
CotossruM.—11y and eventng: * Cyelorama of Paris by
Nieht"
DaLy's Freea  Avespe  ToeaTas,—*Charity.”
LycRrd Tusatee.—French Opora Bouffe: * 1EN
Creve”
NBLO's GARDES, — vy Crocketh,” Frauk Mayo.
Orarie Tieatas—Vaude vilie und Noveity Eatertnio-
meul.
“ MoK fouan: Tiraree — Led Asiray.”
War LJ!‘u'p Tusavdn.—* Coutral Park.”
k.

Laster Wal-

ASSOCTATION ITALL —Tmeture. Mre. Liman,
Lykie HaLL.~ Tscoption Deusar i+, Mr, Trouor.
SOMERVILLN ART GALLEEY.—E s bbliron of Pantings.

duder to Adpernsements.

AR . PR -
AMPSEMESTE=Niolh Dage -8k vud 610 colimins
FARKING AND DS ANCIAL -~ Highth Page—3d ¢ latom.
PANKING HOCSES AND BANKERS - Ninlh Fage 1st vol-
umn,
Doans ASD Boous—Nintd Page—i1 and 4th colomns.
} Fuoeril Page—1a8 eolumh

LusisEse 03K

Cliaxces 1 : crk MEN—Ninth Page—1st columo,

COrPALTSE NopiUEsR—Ninath Page—1st colulin.
MANUING MIEs— Seri8 age—o:is rolutan.

clnu-u!n N it = Xinih Page—158 coliin,

i ISEMENTS— inth Puge—34 and 31

EUROPEAN A

worliaam e,

FINANCIAL—Tohih Page—eth colnmb; Ninth Puge—1s1
volil

Fuastrvke-=Ninth Page=3d eolumn.

HELP Wasto Mal Yiudh Foge=5th  ealnmn.

HORSRS, CAkKIAGES, THARNESS, dc.—Ninth Fage—3d
Cliumn

INETHLCCTIOS - Sigdh Page—0ih column

LECTURES A%t ¥ FPage—6th column,
Lecan Notlces—Nindd Page—2d colatair.
MaRRLE A%l o ATe MANTRLS—NInlA Page -84 column.

Mankiachs ANG 1DeLUrHE—FAA Page—ith cotamn

AISCELLAN S is=2N 10l Foge—1ak culimng Tenih Page—
la QUi

MuUEiCah | i MENTS—=Ninth Page—oth eolumn,

NEW FUbe cachoNs— S Page--6ia voelnnn
KEAL BAtaTe PO SALRE, Clry—~8encnth P
Fuge ~bib ool

—5th enl-
NEw-

wmn: Lo s Yy —=Serenlh g NS
JELSRY - Sovcadh Seew—ath eolumn ;. Co I-—.\(r.
A o 4 und &b eolwmns; AUOT —Neps -_rl'.h
Page—6 4 votaisn; To EXCUANGE—Seventh Page—0il
eadun .

renth Pioge—ith column,

Fuge =181 eolumi

MALka—Ninth Fage—ith column;
FrMaLis Jaae—ath wmi 50 columns.

Brsuial SoTice Jitth Page—oii column,

1y AND BAILHOADS—Ninth FPage—24 aud 31

BALES BY A TION
Bavisas P
BITUATLONS N

1A= 8 rendh Page—4th eolumn,

vk Page—aih eodann

. BLOGKLYS PROPERTY —Seeenth Page—Oth eol-
wmyy Cive—=Seeonth Jage—Gth coluwn; COUNTRY—
Besenth Fujye—1n eolumi.

fnamess Nolues.

Lare

the Tuavatrus INSTRANS

Brst Prax Ix
ol low-r b ylem of
Erainag Hams ror Everysopy!!
Now Heads !
Al Wanso 'k & Uo's, No, 510 Droadwar,
MoeNap & Hanas Mra. Co.,
of and dentets in G lobe Valves, Siagm Cocka, Whistles
Vimier in o Woronghh broan Pipes, and Bitage fur Blesm, Water, sul
Gas; Plumbers s erials, b
50 Johuat., Kew York,

To Tie Coxsvmrnve—Lot those who lan-
ruinh guder the futal torening of vur climie thoongh any pulmonary
& Luse who are In drcpded eonsuruption, by s mests

ooy iainl, 0r ¢ 1
drapait, "Iv v e m aal sure remadr ot hand, and @ whly taied

Ixsrraxce.—The all-
LN .‘|'.IHI‘_

oW iLnons Unapuean or Cos Liven O asn Lax withon vow
Premug v ¥ety woionntl ¢ Saval < 0
dowed by thi 0 aphate of e with

tbe wil deat'y elcarions  Hewariahile 1
b eahubiied 10 ilwe whe drsire Lo pee L
Clormint, it

JERMS UF THE IRIBUNE.
Dany Tureuse, Mail Subser.bors. §10 par annnm.
peME-WEEKLY L iBUNE, Mail Butseribess, 33 ver an.
Wiaekty Tripsuse, Mall SBubscribers, $2 pet anavm
Advertisang Hates.
Dany Tuinune, Do, Do, 40¢, 500, Toe, und §1 per line,
B -W ek Ly Tranose, % and 50 ecnts per Moe.
WARKLY Tinuse, $2, 83, aud $56 per line,
According so posisiou in tLe paper.
Terws, casli in advanece.
Adliiregs. Tue Trivose. New-York,
Advertisementa received at up-town offices, 41 W,
Md-st.. or S W, .2 at the Harlein Oflice. £,%30
Fonrtli-nve., botween 128th and 180th-sta; and ai the
Lirookiyn NHranch Ottice, 853 Washingion-at,, next
door to the Vost-oflioe, till 8 p. mw,, 8t regular ratea
Tug Sev-Weekey Trisuse wiil be rewdy
as morning et 8 o'vleck, In wrappers Lo walling.
oo & o lils,

Pruring the eonsiruchion of the front of (he new Tridune
buriding, The Iribune Ofce muy be focad in the Arat
Duslding in the venr on Spriceal. The Tridune Countlug
Lioom sxon ihe firsl toor, and deender o ¢l the ssoond door
wown Sproco-sl, from the old sife.

New-Dovk DailpCridune,

FOUNDED EY HORACE CGREELEY.

1674

o
29,

r FRIDAY, )
'WITH SUPPLEMENT.

A desperate engagement was fought before Bilbao,
Marsbial Berruno attacking the Carliste, The affalr re-
malned undeciled. === In the fght at Goasimoclara,
4n Cuba, the lnsurgents aro eald to bave remained mis-
gora of the Oaid, The Duanclal orisls 10 Cuba increases.
Effurts cuntinoe o be wade for cstallishing gold as the
baxis for all travsactions, ==== The Royal Marines und
iiflo Brigade have arrived ut Portsmoutl from the Gold
Cons® o Africa.

In the Bennte yestorday when Jthe flunnaial bill eame
up, 80 Agreewont was mude to begin votiog ot 4 o'clock;
spesches were made by Messrs. Scott, Fenton, and
othors ; ot the time agreed upon, s vele was taken on
M. Schure's awendment, fixing the smount of legal
tender circulation st §355,000,000, knd 1t was rejected, 18
1o 40 ; two other votes wero taken, Indicatiog that the
Bonate was in favor of jullation; without disposing of
the question the Benate sdjourned. Iu the House the
MoCrary transportation bill was psssed hy 11 to 116
the currency bill of the Baukiog and Currepcy Commit-
tee was then taken up and several specclies wore made
wpon it. The Commities on Ways sod Means continued
ita investigntion of the Banborn contract business ; Wi,
. Simmous appeared and testified in support of Ban.
born. The Distriet Tuvestigating Cominittee also beard
farther testiwuny.

The Masksachusetts Jolot Convention balloted twice
gor U. B. Senator, yeaterday, Dawes galuing five and
Floar losing one. === The Btate Assembly discussed
tue Bupply Wil, and reduced the claiw of ex-Attorgey-
Goneral Barlow, ==== Ssnator Booth of Califorola has
Y:een exonerated from the charge of bribery.

The Congreozational Conference closod ita publio ses
sion after hearing additional explanstions from the Rer.
Dira. Btorrs aud Budlogton., No results were reached at
the private sca-lon. === A newshov lodging-house was
oponed, the Kov.'Lr, Potter, Willlam Cullen Bryant aud
others making adiresses, === The New-York Central
$atlrond Cowpany reduced 1ts rates of immigration fare
mearly one-hulf, and rival companies did the Same. s
Wne wan was lojured at a riot at Bergen Tunnel.
sscam The cvidence was closed In the Culleodar case.
e Gold, 112§, 112§, 119§ «Thermometer, 45°, 63°, 45°,
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Tuw Twinuse will ssue in an Ertra Sheet a
complete record of the proceedinge of the Con-
gregational Conference, now in session in Brogk-
Uyn, immediately on its adjournment. It will
probably eonsist of eight pages, in which case the
grice will be ten cents per copy.  Orders taken
now, and filled in the order of their receipt.

— ————
' The Culifornia Senate, after a long investi-
&ation, has come to the conclusion that no
Amproper means were used to secure the elec-
tion of Gov. Booth aud Mr. Hager to the
United States Scnate. There were never any
‘material allegations, but it will be a relief to
know that the able Governor who comes to
the Benate in the flush of a great popular
wictoty brings with him no suspicion of dis-
bonest political dealing.
- —pne

Immigrants arriving in this city, bound to
the West, will now reap the benclit of sharp
gailroad competition. The great lines leading
out of New-York have heretofore divided the
business of immigrant transportation between
them. It is understood that the Erie Com-
pany succeeded in obtaining an advantage
over ila competitors by selling tickets in
European cities, and this Las led to & consid-
erable reduction by the New-York Central
Kailroad Compuuy, wade to recover the busi-
Besw wlich they were likdly to lose, The

similar reductions, 8o that fares to Chicago
and St. Louis are reduced from £13 to $7, and
from £1355 to §955. This is a good thiug for

the immigrants ag long as it lasis,
-

Marshal Serrano has cvidently eoncluded
that it was safer to attack the Carlists at ouco
than to allow them any further leisure in their
gicge of Bilbao, The fighting in tho neigh-
borhood of that city was very severe all
day on Wednesday, and was renewed yoes-
terday. The new columns under Loma and
Primo de Rivera were engaged, and the Presi-
dent's whole available foreo was thereforo
bronght into action. The Nation:) army guined
sowe suceeases in the first day's fighting.  The
issne of the war seems more and more to rest
upon the present operations. The fact that
the Cariists awaited the entire Republican
army on the hights of Somorrestro, shows
their confidence and their willinguess to abide
by the result of this contest. It 1s notb likely
that either army can survive a defeat under
the circumstances.

In the District of Columbia investigation,
veaterday, a curious illustration was afforded
of the free and easy way in which the affuirs
of the District are conducted. Mr. Samo, an
engineer who had professed to examine some
of the work charged to the United States, was
faced with several inexplicable discrepancies.
The attempted explanation of these things
was that the Board engivecr huad said one
thing and the fuct was quite another. It will
never be found ont, we suppose, why n side-
wallk should be eertified as six feet wide when
it was less, or why a cobble stone pavement
should be gworn to as concrete when it was
not.  But it seems to be thought snflicient for
the Committee to know that the witness was
told by the Board engineer that things were
not what they geemed, That Board engineer
must be a valuable wan for reference; his
authority is final on Disulet of Columbia

measurements.
e ——

At the public session of the Congregational
Conference yesterday, a full report of which
is printed on our second page, there was a
full and exhaustive diseussion on numerous
pointa raised by delegates. These points
were  presented  in the form  of que-
rica propounded  to  the  committoes of
the ehurches at whose instance the Conneil
was called, They related more to matiers of
fact than to questions of belief and pelity.
The object of the querist evidently was to
seeure  an  aceurate  historical  statement
of the case before going into execn-
tive  session hereon.  The  questions
were apswered  with  great  ability  and
readiness by the Rev. Dr, Storrs, who made a
final and powerful statoment of the position
taken by the two clinrches which had ealled
the Council. At the private session, of the
doings of which we can, of conrse, only give
the gist, it was formally declared that
the Council iz purely advisory and nat
ex parte; and the resolution of the Rev. Dr.
Brown, oftered in the early part of the day's
prococdings, was voted down. This action
will be construed by some as unfavorable to
the Plymouth Chureh side of the controversy,
as the defeated resolutivn affirmed that advice
rightly construed as adverse to that ehurch
could not be fairly given by the Couneil. Be-
yond thig, however, the opinions of the Coun-
¢il do uot appear to have found expression.

e ————

THE TRIOMPH O} INFLATION,

The opeuing battle is over, and the infla-
tionista have won it so clearly, that wo can no
longer ofler the shred of a lope to those who
have still trnsted in the Senate. The intlation
of forty-four miilions is substantially seltled,
and, to all appearance, worse remains beliind.
My, Schurz's amendment to  Mr. Sherinan's
Lill to make £330,000,000 the maximum limit of
legal-tender notes, instead of 332,000,000, waa
yesterday voted down in the Senate by 13 to 40.
Mr. Wright then moved to strike ont the whole
of the first section of the bill after the enact-
ing clause, aud insert a provision fixing the
amount of legal-tender notes at 400,000,000,
This: was carried by a vote of 21 to 24
Twelve Scuators wers paired, making the
relative strength of the intlationisis and anti-
intlationists 87 and 81. There are two vacan-
cies (Massachusctts and Louisiana), and Messrs,
Aleorn of Mississippi, Gulbert of Florida, avd
Boutwell of Massachusetts did not vote, It
must therefure be conceded that there is a
majority m the Senate in favor of a cireula-

tion of at least four hundred millions
of legul-tender notes. Both the Sena-
tors from California, Connecticut, Del-
aware, Maine, Nevada, New-Humpshire,

New-Jersey, New-York, Ohio, Texas and
Vermont—eleven States—are in favor of per-
mitting our currency to work up slowly to the
specle standard.  Both the Senators from
Alebama, Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia—twelve
States—are in favor of indefinite postponement
of the time when our paper shull be worth
par, Kentucky, Maryland, Michigan, Mis-
gouri, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, West Virginin, and Wisconsin—ten
States—are divided.

In the ability and character of their repre-
sentatives the opponents of the contemplated
further debasement of the paper money have a
predominance, but in uumbers, unfortunately,
they bave not. Now let us have the ration
of paper—both legal-tender and  bank-
notes—fixed for the current year as soon
as possible. We are already launched once
more upon a sea of speculation, that may
prove as wild, if pot as disastrous, as that
through which we have lately passed. Balloo
prices, and after some time, the inevitable
collapse, are the order of the day.

THE CASE OF THE TREASURY.

The additional dlsclosures made o the Con-
gressional inguiry into the Sanborn contricts
are of the gravest character. The evidence
laid before the Committee yesterday, while it
was not of startling novelity, amply con-
firms allegations against the management
of the Treasury serviee, heretofore made

with some reserve. That the execution of
these contructs was irregular and unusual has
long been admitted. Later testimony shows
that they were itelligently concluded in viola-
tion of law as well as precedent. That the
whole business was managed in the inter-
est of the contractors and againgt that of the
public service can mo longer be doubted.
We have the anthority of no less disinterested
an official than ex-Supervisor Simmons for
such a statement. That functionary, in his
evidence vesterday, confessed the surprise
with which he first received Mr. Sanborn with
his extraordinary credentials, Other and less
willing witnesses have permitted the prinei-
pal details of what seows 8 vask conspiracy to
escape them.

We have always supposed that the Secretary

of the Tressury would have at least an apol-
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Yrie and Pennsylvania linea have 'a'nnn'unoed ogy to oirarffur the Saunborn contract when his

case camo to bo presented to the Committee
of Ways and Means, It seemed ineredible
that & wrong so stupendous a8 this was upon
ita fuce should bave been perpetrated without
a oolor of exvnse, But Mr. Richardson appa-
rently has nothing to say. [e stands specel-
loas, like the bad boy before the schoolmaster,
with head cast down and fingers twitehing at
the eorners of his apron. His subordinates
and representatives are queationed at great
length, bt they have nothing to say in pallia-
tion of the offenze. Mr. Baufield adimits that
the policy of the Department wuas op-
posed Lo contracta—so  bitterly and  in-
flexibly opposed to them that when an ac-
knowledged expert like Coughlin asked for
one at 13 per cent the application was pigeon-
holed, and it was not till Sanborn requested o
contract at 50 per cent that the Secretary
viekdod, It was very diflioult to get a con-
tract from the Department; **we always re-
“ fused unless wo were closely and frequently
“pressed by dafluential persons M and the
bargain was made with Sanborn in the belief
thiat he would not be abla to eollect anything.
Translated iuto plain  English, these siate-
ments mean first that the Secretary of the
Treasury went into the business with his eyes
open, kuowing that the eontract was opposed
to round policy, and believing that it wonld
not result in any bewefit to the revenne; and
sccondly that he was not influenced in his
action by any eonsiderations of the publie
gervice, but by the pressura of “influential
“persons.” It wonld bs hard to mako a series
of more disgracelul admissiona.

Mr. Bliss and Mr. Banfield make eertain
statements relative to the manner of collect-
jng the Sanborn taxes which emphasize in a
most strikiog manuer the charges we have
already lodged against the actors in this con-
spiracy. Thus far the attention of the Com-
mitten has been directed almost exclusively
towards the legacy and suceession taxes, nnd
it appears that the process ol *“discovering 1
dehmquents consisted in simply comparing
the records of the Surrogate’s office with the
records of tho Collector's offiza. Now- it isab-
surd to pretend that taxes ascertained in this
way could not have been gathered by the
regular officers of the revenns. What Sanborn
did the local colleetors con!d have done
equally well, and if they fuleld to do it thoy
were grossly unfit for their postions, The
(iovernment scems to have proceeded upon
the theory that revenue oflices are polit-
ieal rewards, whose possessors are required
only fo draw their salaries and run the
primary meetings ; the work of collecting the
taxes is to be done on shares by outsids eons
tractors. ‘Thore is no instance yet ol a single
collection made by Sanborn which ecould not
have been made by the ordinary machinery of
the administration ; on the contrary there is
indisputable proof that the whole fores of the
Internal Revenue serviee and the District-At-
torney's office was placed at his disposal ; that
he was allowed to divide large sums received
throngh the official chanaels  without  his
ngency ; and that collectors were instroeted
not to receive voluntary payments of tuxes
which Saubory wished to eolleet on contract.
To these shameful facts Mr. Banfield adds the
admission that Sanborn’s subordinates were
furuishied with eredentials from the Treasury
Department indicating that they were offieers
of tho service. The only excnse, or pretexi
for an exciuse, which Mr, Banficld attempts to
sive for these astonnding proceedings is that
the Sanborn statute * was a very anomalous
“law and required anomalous treatment,”

Wo do uot think the secretary of the Treas-
ury tequires anemalons treatment atoall. It
will be quite regular and proper for the Com-
mittee to put him on the stand and insisl
upon either a full explanation of this seandal,
or an acknowledgment that he has no  ex-
planation to make; to insist upon eopies of
all the papers in the ease, which Mr, Richard-
son persiats in doling out by driblets; and
then to make a searching report to Congress
upon the Sceeretary's conduet, with a suitable
reconmeudation,

THE MERUCHANTS' MEETING.

Two characteristics of the moeting of mer-
chuuts at Steinway  Hall have attracted uni-
versal attention, and given to their procead-
ings a wide-spread influence. The first is the
moderation and practical good sense of all the
speakers,  Deeply as thoy must  feel the
wrongs which have been put upon them, the
merchants protest without passion, aud allow
no parsonal injuries to inflime their honest
indiguation, They are sparing ol dennneia-
tion. They have no reproach for the reputa-
ble officers of a bad law. They merely state
their grievancs calmly and convincingly, and
leave it to make its fitting impression withont
the aid of rhetorie. The second characteristie
is the earnestness of the demonstration. The
whole community of dmporting merchauts is
representad in cit. We hear no  dissenting
voices, The demand for reform is elear and
emphatic, and the merchants know exactly
what they want,—which is not always the case
with o public clamoring for the destruction of
abiuses,

Mr. J. C. Marsh, who spoke at the meeting
too late in the evening to be reported, said in
the eourse of his remarks: “I contend it
“ would be impossible for an importer to un-
“ dervalue bis goods if a thorough system was
“ gstablished for examining invoices under
“ e supervision of practical men acqnainted
“with the different manufactures of Europe
“and experienced in the values of European
“ goods in general.” This touches at the root
of the whole dificulty. Our Custom-hounse
system is not organized with reference to the
faithful collection of the duties, and is not
m]minig[i‘fﬁ.’! in lhﬂ I?t\:ﬂﬂllé either of com-
meree or the revenus. The Custom-house
is the party machine, Its officors™ are
appointed  as a  reward for  partisan
service, without any regard to their qualifica-
tiong, and their chief duty is to look after the
political interests of the Administration, They
are not capable of appraising goods; they ave
not (a5 o cluss) to be trusted for the honest
collection of the duties; nobody expects them
to be. But the Government must have money,
and it therefore compels the merchants to
make good the deficiencies of the officers, and
instead of enforcing just tax laws in a decent
and impartial manuoer, it extorts what it re-
quires by means of the rack and thumb-serew.
Thus the gencral system of assessing the
duties has been devised to cover up the defi-
ciencies and check the dishonesty—oot 8o
much of the merchants as of the officers of
the Government; while the seizure laws, as
we showed the other day, were frumed solely
for the benefit of mercenary informers.

It is uscless to attompt to “amend” a 8ys-
tem like this, and the merchants do well to
insist upon an uneonditionsl repeal of the
two infamous statutes by which it is bolstered
up. It may be that a further reform of which
they do wot yet dream will follow from the
agitation for the abolition of woeictics sad tho

seizure of books and papers. It may be that
s reform in Custom-house appointments will
be involved in the establishment of a rational
system of collecting the revenue. If that
should be the result the merchants would
have made a long step towards the complete
purification of national polities,

THE DISTRICT REAL ESTATE POOL.

Wo do not doubt that the Washingion
newspaper which Inst Sunday expressed the
opinion that “no man in publie lite dare stand
“the nbuse which is now visited upon those
“who merely obey a national instinet and
“plant a stake in the Federal Distriet,” and
that on that account *commercial prudence”
required the trustee of the * real estate pool ™
in the Distriet to withhold the names of the
parties to the pool “until such time as the
“ people hnve more eharity and the press more
s deceney,” spoko the sentiments of a number
of public men  who honestly  believe
that they are in dancer of being deeply
wronged. These gentlemen entered into the
pool with the purpose of turning their op-
portunitics to the best acconnt and making a
little money.  We em readily believe that
they did not intend to do anything dishonest
or tuke any unfair advantage. The chance to
buy real estate at a very low valnation, with
the absolute assuranee that in the course of
the contemplated improvements in the District
it wonld rise wapidly on their hands, wias o
great  temptation,  The proeesses of  their
reasoning are by no means ditlieult to guess.
They are 18 old as the world and s casy as
sinning.  “ Somebody must make money out
“of thig,” they said, “amd why not 11 I am
“ gonfident in my own iutegrity, und koow 1
“hall pot be led into using my oflicinl posi-
“tion n any way for personal gain. Other
“ men speenlate and tale advantage of their
“ gpportunities and their mformation, and there
“js no harm in it; why may not 17"

Let whoever is disposed to judze these men
harshly for heing parties to a real estate pool
put Limself in the same place before the same
temptation. The beginning of it was easy ald
smooth., As in the Ciélit Mobilier transae-
tions, there was no evil purpose on the sur-
face; nothing bat the allurement of large
profits and assured suceess, with no sacritiee
of principle nor any corrupting complication.
They had only to invest their money, ask no
questions, and draw the dividends. Doubiless
they promised themselves when they entered
into the speculation, if they allowed them-
solves to seruple at all as to the effvct of their
action, that they would not allow their personal
and peenniary interests to influence or embarrass
their oftieia) action. That is always the way.
The pumber who enter into such sehemes as
this seems to have been, with a deliberately
dishonest purpose, we believe is small. We
should be sorry to think that any number of
persons holding high official positions would
with their cyes open engogo in a scheme to
defrand the Government. It is moral weakness
rather than eriminal intent that has led so
many public men into situations in which their
characters have been compromised. It is not

unnatural that they should feel that they are |

hardly dealt with wien investigation follows
them, their motives are aspersed, and no con-
sideration is shown them. They do honestly
believe that there is no charity in the people,
and no deceney in the press, that render such
harsh jndsments,

All the Crédit Mobilier stutesmen beheved
themselves the victims of cruel wrong, Some
of them reproached the press with its injusties,
and flung back dennneistion in the face of the
popilar sentiment that condemned them. Bt
there was juat this weak point, fatally wenk,
in their ease, and it appears again in the case
of the “real estate pool”  They shrank from
the light, They avoided investigation, dodged
inquiry, shilted, evaded, prevarieated, and in
some instancey lied, to covceal their connection
with the transactions,  There was the confes-
sion, which no exvlanation eould solten, no
denial of wrong intent or assertion of honesty
of purpose and purity of motive remove. Hail
the Crédit Mobiliee specalators openly ae-
knowledged their holding of the stock when
they received it, there  woull have Dbeen
little seandal,  Had théy econfessed it,
instead of being discoverad after the process
of investigation, they would have been less
harsbhly judged. ‘The participators in  the
“peal estate pool™ Lave in the same way con-
fesaed that the scheme in which they were
engaged was, to put it very mildly, of a gnes-
tionable churacter. It is idie to talk, at this
stuge of the proceedings, of the uncharitable-
uess of the public or the indecency of the
press, The real estate pool was a corrapt and
dishonest speculation, It object was to make
the General Government pay for improve-
menta upon the property of these purchasers,
and to take money out of the National Treasury
more shamelessly and dishonestly than by the
Sulary Grab or any other of the schemes
by which the present regime bas become
infamons, If the partics to t(he pool did
not know the parpose of it at the beginning,
they certainly know it now. If they have just
discovered it, it is their misfortune, The public
will treat them charitably, and the press de-
cently, if even now they will go before the
(Committeo which is trying so hard to discover
them and make themselves known, They pre-
fer to keep concealed behind the trustees and
neither avow nor explain their connection with
the pool, Is it uncharitable or indecent to
eharge such men with a deliberate design to
swindle the Government 1

Senator Stewart’s relations to the pool have
alresdy been disclosed. It is a signifi-
cant comment upon the earnestness and
sincerity with which the party in power
pursues the investigation, that this mau,
who upon his own admissions is up to
his neck in the speculation, holds a place
on the Committee, and was only hindered
from being its chairman by the stubbornnoess
of two or three of s colleagues, who are de-
termined to bring the whole transaction to
light.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONTES1 TO-MOR-
RUW,

We Americans are emphatieally n borrowing
people, From the day that we began by im-
porting our common law from England and
petticoats from France, we have brought over
all kinds of fancy stocks in mauners and
morals, from religions polygamy to hashish
eating, In the West, a rough, decisive test of
common seunse is applied to new ideas or habita,
but here, in the seaboard cities, the precodents
of Europe weigh weight, and we are apt to
welecome and keep worn-ont fashions and cus-
toms, anything but admirable in themselves,
and which never by any chance ean be-
come  acclimatized  here  or  made  suit-
able to either our minds or bodies. The last
of these importations is the noble sport of
pigeon shooting, literally a voyal recreation,
a4 it is the favorite pastime of the Prince of
Wules, To-morrow, in the suburbs of this
city, ad we wre graudiloquenty informed, o

docisive International Contest will take place
between the chrmpion pigeon-shooters of Can-
adn and America. Wo had not known before
that we had a champion of this capecial ki
among us. There was a time, too, in ol
Grecce, also, when herovs were so plenty that
they passed as common men unknown throngh
the streets of Athens.

A great many references have hoen made of
Inte to * the eternal ditness of things,” with
vegard to the praying crusade in the West,
A woman, we ave frequently assured, is ont of
place in a muddy strect or whisky-shop pray-
ing to God, and her appearance in such a po-
sition is offensive to the taste of every seusi-
tive and refined person, We do 2ot presame
to pronounee judgment on this question, bhut
ouly snggest that ill-natured  eynical people
mny bring this matter of eternal fitness to
Lear on the pigeons and their gallank conguer-
ors, and thus interfere with the new  manly
sport about to be made national.  In England,
it is different the higher classes are there
permitted to enjoy  their reerentions without
any meddling applieation of eommon  sense
and good feeling, At the pigeon shooting
matehes at Hurlingford, the noblest lndies of
England accompany the Prince of Wales and
the other brave contestants, readyto  appland
the trinmphant hero,  But we are 8o discour-
teons a people that we fear when the Inter-
national Champions appear to-morrow, glitter-
ing in glory and belts,and proceed, stunding nfar
off, to level their death-denling weaponus at a
wooden box, and deliberately to shoot certain
wroetehed little fluttering squabs  permitied to
fly one at a time out of siid box, that there
will be many to deelare the importation of
hear-hsiting or  bull-fights would have been a
more hopeful sign of onr condition, both as to
intelligenes or deceney of feeling, Old [srael
Patoam, or Lewis Wewzel, if they should
chanee  to  walken to-moreow from  their
dreams of ancient wolf-haots or fights with
gtarving grizalies in their deus, and sce the
exhibition of the prowess of their grandsons,
would betuke themselves to their wormy
eraves again disgnated, without heart to wait
for the Centenninl,

THE TRANSPORTATION BILL.

By the close vote of 121 to 116 the Honse
vestorday passed the hill to wvegulate com-
werco by railroad smong the several States,
reporced by Mr. MeCUrary of Jowa., A summary
of its provisions appears in  the report
of the Congressional proceedingg,  The
report  submitted  with  the = bill - last
Jonuary was an able and eshavstive arga-
ment, covering the whele field, but laying
particalar  stresa  upon  the  guesiion
of the right of Congroess under
the Constitution to legislate upon the sabjeet,
A majority of the Ionse has decided that
under the provision of the Constitution giving
Congress the power to regulate commerer, the
authority is granted to interfere, as this Lill
proposes to, with iater-Stats railroads; to ad-
just their tarifls, and malke other regulations
tor their government.  Whatever may be the
merits of the eonstitutional question, it i3

true of tlus bill that it  does not
provide for any unnecessarily  offensive
asspition of the power of Congress. By it the
whole matter of regulating mtes of dnre and
freight is lelt to a Board of nine tilroad Com-
missioners, one from each judicicl distriet, to be
appointed by the President and eonlirmed by
the Senate. It elaims the power to do this,
prohibits the ehiarge of rates that are not fair
andd reasonable, and allixes penalties for viola-
Lions of ite provisions.

The requirement of a thorongh investigation
and inquiry inte the rates and tolls charged
on all the railroad lines will at least have the
effeet to furnish a basis for something like
a homogeneons railroad system throughout the
country and furnish data for a betber under-
standing of the subject than now exists,
It is not impossible that the Board of Com-
missioners alter thoroughly informing them-
selves of the facts, will be able to fix
such a schedole of rates and charges as
shall be satisfactory to the railroad com-
panies,  Should they do this there will be no
oceasion to test the constitutionality of the
law or obstruct its operation. Whether ib is
possible to fix echedules that will give
satisfuction to the public without offend-
ing the corporations, 183 quite another
question. It i3 easy enough to  see
that a Board appoeinted, as this will be, under
political influences, and most likely to be
composid of men who will be exercised by
a reasonable anxiety to retain their offices and
run no risks, will be temypted to make friends
with the railroads at the expense of the publie.
By keepiug on the right side of the eorpora-
tions they will run no risk of litigation to
endanger their sitnations. The experience of
the States has been that Railroad Commis-
gions are much more liable to be used in the
interest of the roads than for the protection
of the publie. Of the manner of making the
appointments upon this Board and the possi-
bility—to say the least—of the Commission
being filled with a low order of peiiticians,
we need not speak.

Even should the bill be passed by the Senate
and become a law, which 13 extremely doubt-
ful, we do not untiwcipate from it a final or
satisfactory solution of the question. The im-
portance of the action of yesterday is derived
chiefly from the fact that the House, by a
small majority, has asserted its right under
the Constitution to regulate the railroads
of the country and fix their clharges.
Should the bill pass and the Commission
be appointed, and the schedules of eharges bo
arranged for the several railroads 8o as to
meet the views of the people who asked for
Government interference, the railroad corpo-
rations will not fail to resist its operation and
take measnres to test its constitutionality.
And we presume it has oceurred to the advo-
cates of the measare that those great corpora-
tions having & common interest in the matter
will hardly be likely to sit down guietly under
offonsive regulations, even if the act should
be decided to be constitutional. Whether a
Commission ean or will be appointed so incor-
ruptible as to resist the blandishments which
the combined railroad corporations of the
country ean bring to bear upon them will then
be a question of serious import.

In Tne Trinuse's elaborate report of the mer-
chauts’ meoting at Steinway Hall to denounce the
moiety bunters and their paid allies in Congress,
courts, snd enstom-honses, two speeches were
omitted from lack of space, Theso were of Mr, Dins-
more and Mr. Wetherell, both strangers, who ought
to have had better weleome, not mercely as strangers
but for the sentiments they advanced. Both orators
in impassioned language urged upon the merchants
to fight the Costom-house harpics, and one of them
suggested o geand combination of Hoeston, Phila-
delphis, and New-York forces, asnd a determined
advance upon the enomy at Waslungton, This ia
the truo prineiple, and should bo the immediate aim.
It is not only imperative that the present contlicting
andd confusing molety lawa be ropealod, but that clear

wud cquitable vuactimenbs by provided in thoir stoad.

MUSIO AND THE Daaﬁa‘r

MUSIC,

. THE WAGNER UINTON,

The second concert of the Wazner Unfan
WHE given Dy Me. Thomis 1ast night, ot Btelnway Hall
aod Jhongh tha ondience was large thore was mot migh
un everfluwing atlend na the davelopmagg
of & Waimoer enthost n ! e gl
bave lod one (0 expect Tus following was Lon pro-
gramtio, the symuliony betog played, as the billy
formed us, in boner of the lare Senstos Bumnor

A

ki e

rant I.

Voruplel, “ Do Metstateing -+ von Nilrubers Fas
Lutradisolion and Huale, *Pristun ..-.r;"|'ft'1 E :‘.“f:
RIS ot WalMBOON. . ovassivsrvnse curacnnnsssmsnsss Wakhor
. . Paur 11, i
Symphory No, 3, E flat (Koo Brethoren

L Allegeo oon briv.~2 Marela funel -
4. Finalo,

oo Panr 111,
“ Lohengrin ™ e oo Wagnor
Tonohabiane Waicuer
T S ety Fa ik, Wuenor
Thess selootions aro thorougluy Camiliar to the fro-

nuenters of Me, Thomas's goi ok yel Liise who
havo attended o recont periormsncss of * Lohagnu®
Qoubliess fovad i all the Wa
hitherio unnbae ved and moeanl noever before uniler-
stoold, Hard and abaornal as moit of those compos
Pions seatn ut (1t 00 ono Who s oot seqaainted wi'h thn
winster’s principles, nor bn sympathy with his p I prason,
it bs ustonishing how readily w conupreasnsion of oas of
Lis oporas affords a key $0 unlook sll the mysierios uf

£ s soma bean!ing

his extraordinary arts * Lolieagzrin” alisds & bl llant
new  bigit  upen  “Tostan,”  swd  ewos  pote
Ireall  witalivy iwto  the beariy  and  evnopous
introdoetion to  the “ Metstursinger.”  As (e
the *Lohwogria™  wvorsplol et was  reosived
with gn nuusos! ootburet of enthosinm, and the sud,

ence would have giadly bad 1t pepeatad. AL the plecos
wore performed with that waguiticent reh tode sod
msgmetic apirit which wo have learned o expeot in this
pand almost as matoers of conrw T 3
ecived a trody noble lterpretation=—3ano of the ba
ever oand.

L will be plensant news to our readors that Mp
Thomas is to give un extes copcert at sielowny Hall op
Cho 9th of Apeti with ko cooperation of Me. 5, B Ml

TIHE ARION sOJUIELY.

A coneert for the puor will be given Ly the
Arion Soctely at Lhlr Dl o St Mark's-plate on Sap-
duy evesing. Lo Bla Kosthargh, Mise A. Munkr, Mr.
Comf, Me. Bochin, Br, Cantellios, and Mr. Grothor Lave
volunteercd thelr scrvices. The entertainment w il v
nnder the ditection of Dr. Leopold Dacarosch,

THE OFPERA.

Mr. Strakosel will remam only one week
longer at the Academy of Musile, starting imcoediately
wfter Easter for a sbort visik w ot r clties. Mr
Maretzak will then Introduce Mmo, A Moraks to our
chilet opwera-honse.  On the 2ith of April the teakosch
Company, igcluding Nilsson, Luces, Cunupanin!, and the
rest, will rotura for n farewell sooson of two works,
and the company will then break up. Mr. Btrakosdh w
wiready makiug s urrankemonts for pext yoar, when
he Las positively determined to briog vut Waguer's
SRlying Duteln an® in New-Yurk.

Lo s
THE DRAMA.
BOOTI'S TREATEE—ME. BOUCICAVLT=THE COLLEEN
BAWN,

Nolther Mr. Doncieanls nor his play of “The
Colleon Bawn®™ osn here be regurdod s s positive nov-
cly, Hoth are o be soen at Booth's Theater, Toey
have occtpicd Se stugo there sines the 1604 1ok, sud
thiey witl commin th tho end of the peesont veek. Thore
5 no bettor “ senaation’ play thun * The Collesn Bawa "
audl Lthe styvie of its textand the drawing of ita charse-
ters possoss litorary praces, Sdelity to naturs, tendor
Lot sytapathy, sud peecise skill,  The stilsat of Mr.
Botcleaiv’s woechanin wil pariculacly appreciato
that weiter's Keen drawadte  fntadlons and  perfeod
Kuowledge of consletetive art A0 bo will compars this
Lright, romantie, and steadily intercating draos wikh
the somewhat duil, glow-going novel=Gerald Grifiins
“ Collegians"—napon which it is foandsl. If tae capacity
to cmbody character wero ad comprlots lu Mr, Boucivaule
W the eapaciiy to express meaning tn a dramatie HETTN
ho wonlid be ai the Lead of both professions.  AsiLis, be
ranis, with respoct to form, amoug the best charaetar
actors of the age. His Daddy O'Dowd and Mis Kerry
prove that,  His Mples-Na-Coppalean—iinn and laok
alongside of thesv—ia, noverilisless, B protarswgus Ty pe
of the Irish pessaat. 1o de fortanate, at Booll's s
the couperation of Mr, Seallon, as Danny Mann, sul slee
In the advantage of fiuo seennry,

OLYMPIC THEATER,

A general change of ll was made at the Olym-
ple ‘Tacater on Monlay eveniong, s the porforoioce
was rolishied, and eoplously appluwdadd, by qaits & o
werons assemblage, Promiuent amoug iia freah foatincos
may be noted tho fares of = Tas Wandonng Miwpd "=
in which Mr. ol 8mith Russell porsopates Jim Hagp
gmite creaitably —and an Irish farce ealled * Bl
Whisky,” played by Maessrs, Sharidan and Mack. Mr, Rol-
Tt Howard aeted in an operstic piooe ealled *Auay Poet In
A Storm,” and the Bargor Family rang their 3 wiss belis
and performed on brass losirumonts, There woro thir.
taen sols io s, A various sad Lively eveulng is vajoyed
by speetators of tha mirth at the O'ywpis,

THE CHARITY MATINEES,

The Charity matinées yesterday engrosaad a
large ghare of the publle atténtlon, Sines tha groat
Hoiland Beneflt there has been no thestrical enterprise
of so much maguitude or suol laerative results, Toe
roceipte bid falr to exosed $25,000. The distribuiion of
the mobey to socloties for the bonent of the saifering
poor will be mads _Ilw the pssociate managers, Messrs.
Jarrott & Palmer, J. B. Booth, A. M. Palmer, aud Cacies
Clismberiain.—~The suggestion and plan of this Charity
Boneflt are understood to have emasuated from ous of
the quistest workers connegted with the ool stage, and
one of tho besi—Mr. A, M. Palwer of tho Union Bqaare
Theater.

Bl mpueny re
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GRAND OPRERA HOUSE,

ThLis theater is elosed. The Martinotti
Troupo of Pputomime players acted thets one week—
ending las. Baturday. The Uraad Opera Hovas, it 8
announced, will ba roopened on April 6, whon Mo, and
Mrs. Floronoo—who do nob 2o to N1olo's, a4 was stated—
will gome forth in Me. Palconsr's drama of “Eileen Oge"*
—Mr. Daff has retired from all participation in the
afiies of the Grand Opera Houso, aud the cires of
wanaging that theater devolve upon Mr. Daly. Tuhe

cloaing of the theater s but temporary.  Mr. Duly will
Kt rid of several cumbersomn companlea of misoolls-
peous performers, and can start afresh with lighter ar-
Wy —Limn DI Murska will stig af the Graud Opers
House on sunday evening, April 5 =The oncagement
h}-ru of Mr. wod Mrs, Fioreuco 1@ fur wu lodeluile period
of time.

PERSONAL,

Henry W. Longfellow, who is going to spend
the coming Summer it Cansda, 14 now io Hamilton.

Reverdy Johuson has won his $3,000 fue case
against Loe Baltimore and OLto Raliroad Company.

Chief Justice Ripley of Minnesota hus re-
slgued on account of i1l health, and Gov. Davia is urged
to appoint Gen. F. R E. Coruoll in bis place,

The Rey. I. M, Atwood, who has been con-
negiegd for soma time with The CAristian Leader of thie
t - .
el?:'. ns actipted o call Lo the pastorate of the Univer-
saiist Chureh at Cambridge, Mass.

Mr. George Alfred Townsend, the well known
Wiah pond £, 1a guing to write 4 compre-
henstve biography of Senator Sumicr, cotitled * Tue
Lite sud Friocuds of Clhscles Sumasr.”

Col, Thomas W. Knox, who las been spend.
jug the last year or tw) abroad, isnow 1u Cairo, where
b i engaged In preparing an Hlusteated book of travels
fu the East similar to his * Ovecland Toroukh Asin.*
Ho s expeetod to roturn to New-York in the Autumi.

King Kalakaua of the Sandwich Islunds has
appoiuted Prince Willlam Pitt Lolelohoky helr appareut
and sucoessor to his throne, The appolutment is made
10 gecordance wil an old neage, ¥hict has not, how-
aver, boeu observed, by the two lmwedlste prodecessure
of the present king. )

In accepting the invitation of the Boaton
City Government to deliver a osulogy on Charles Sum-
nir, Soupator Boburz wrote: “My lntorcourse with Mr.
Sumnor wia thatof » frisndsbip so waro -;d ke
mato that no man can Lavo felt more koenly than my-
e»".‘! |hc-.|rrratn¢m of var loss, and not Mnf ean be More
gratotul to my foelings than to join you in doln(tl hm’mr
to his wemory, now thet he 18 gonc. It wia rrl; od
yeaterday to have the eulogy delivered (o Musie Hall in-
stoad of Faneutl Hall, at such o day a8 sliouid be
upon by the orator and Mayor Cobb, .

Mrs. Mary Clemmer Ames, in one of her
Wasliugton letters to The Independent, says that the
giit of flowers sent by the colored attondant o the
Laidiea’ retiring parior off the Seuato galiory to adorn the
cofin of Mr. Bumner, resched the room of m“&-.“
ron that same evening aud wis sent by liw, wi .
::a':umlm--nta. to a lady stoppiog at a hotel. Bbe .Mb:i
w1 woulid rather be Kate, woeplug for tho dnlgl
offsring to departed Dunor, thau the woman w .:
oeived It or the Senator who seat 1k It bore "'mxm
coflin & card with this jusoription, ‘A Wibute from

4 He r, who hias goue o reap
Brown to the murty red Senuta s lstake b was

Lis reward.’ T must belleve that by so
earcied to Mi, Udweron's room. But bow
Lt the man who dospoiled tie groatest Bonator o oo
Lonors 10 bis Hife should rob biw @ dosth oven of

towers upou bis guia,




